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Upcoming Events 

¶ May 13th, 2018 - Moth-
erôs Day 

¶ May 20th, 2018  - Pen-
tecost, The celebration 
of the birthday of our  
Church and the visita-
tion of the Holy Spirit. 
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Dear Friends,  

 

Every spring Iôm amazed at the beauty bursting forth from something which not too long 
ago appeared dead. With each tiny shoot pushing through the soil, the world becomes 
greener and more beautiful. Growing up in the farming state Iowa, gardening is part of 
who I am. So, nowôs the time youôll find me hanging around garden centers picking out 
just the right plants for my garden. Over the years I have fussed and fretted over my gar-
den -- fighting weeds, voracious bunnies and drought. While all that fussing certainly 
gives the plants what they need to grow, Iôm very aware that I am not the one who causes 
them to grow, to burst from a tiny seed into a shoot seeking the warmth of the sun. All the 
concentration in the world on my part will not cause that shoot to grow any faster or any 
taller than it is meant to grow -- anymore than I could think myself taller. Something other 
than me is responsible for the growth of that plant, or the growth of a child. I am merely 
an assistant to that growth. God is that powerôs source; the Spirit, Godôs hand in the 
world. 
 

On May 20th, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Spirit -- Pente-
cost. From a handful of people gathered in an upper room on 
that first Pentecost, the Church as we know it has emerged. 
Quite a few more than that small handful of disciples! How did 
this happen? These were ordinary people. How did they become 
world-changing apostles and evangelists? Two things happened 
-- the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead and the descent of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Those few went out from their homes, 
from the land they knew, into the far reaches of the world and 
gave their lives so that you and I could encounter Christ today 
and share the Good News of Godôs Love. It happened, not be-
cause they were remarkable people, but because they were filled 
with an irresistible power. 

 

Each Sunday we repeat the words, ñWe believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.ò That word ñapostolicò means those ordinary followers of Jesus were no longer 
simply followers, but bearers of a life-changing message. The mysterious power of the 
Holy Spirit transformed them into Christ-bearers. If the Church is not apostolic, then it is 
not accomplishing the task with which it is entrusted. The Spirit has given each of us a 
gift for the common good; something necessary for the world. If you donôt know what 
that gift is, be sure the Holy Spirit will reveal it to you. Your work, your presence, your 
gift -- small and insignificant as you may think -- is a necessary part of the work God has 
in progress. May we each, as a parish, and as the Church in the world, be blessed with an 
abundance of gifts to accomplish such things as we cannot imagine through the power of 
the Holy Spirit! 
 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Denzil J. Luckritz, Rector 

 



Financial Snapshot YTD (Month Ending March 31, 2017) 

Funds 
Endowment Balance  $650,479  

 On 12/31/2015 it was   $640,461.  

Memorial Balance     $ 278,,907 

On 12/31/2015 it was    $335,368 

Checkbook Balance on December 31st, 
2017 was $12,824 

On April 1st, 2018. It was   $3,760..*** 

Income:  

Pledge and Plate       $20,065 

(Year to date budgeted pledge and Plate 
Budget)      $15,853 

Endowment Income  $16,689 

(Year to date budgeted Endowment In-
come)       $14,307 

Total Income             $39,674 

Budgeted Income      $46,584* 

Net Income       $5,590**  

 

Expense 

Building and Grounds $9,184*** 

(Year to Date Building and Grounds 
Budget)                  $6,998 

Office & Admin           $3,393 

(Year to date Office and Administration 
Budget)                    $  1,496. 

Total Expense               $48,460 

Budgeted YTD Exp.     $41,816 
Excess of Expense over  Income 
            $    8,786 
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¶ *   Budgeted Income includes a first quarter drawdown from the Memorial Fund of $12,500 which was not done. 

¶ ** Thus the net income with the $12,500 deducted is $34,084, Actual income is $39,675 which exceeds the budgeted income by 
             $5,590. 

¶       The low balance in the checkbook prompted us to take the second quarter budgeted drawdown of $12,500 on April 6th,                                      
              2018.  

Financial Notes 

      Building and Grounds    

¶ March was the month of  our war with phones. It began with a Comcast outage in our neighborhood that was sup-
posed to last for three hours that stretched out to close to three weeks. Comcast technicians were out three times 
and blamed the problem on our internal wiring. A technician from Velocita Technologies, our internet consultants, 
was out twice and then called back right after he left the second time when he had thought the problem fixed! 
Turns out that when Comcast hooked up their service, they plugged it into the AT&T service that the Church had 
been using for many, many years. That service box was open to the elements and was the cause of all the prob-
lems. Our apologies to anyone who had problems contacting us during that period. 

¶ Issues continue with the boiler. Our latest ploy is to call the installation company when the boiler shuts off and 
leave it shut off so they can try to pin down the problem. Weôll see. We have also had to replace the pump that 
feeds the heat to the Church and a bunch of pipes under the office and the Guild room. The joys of a historic 
Church! 

¶ On a much more positive thread, at the April 16th meeting, the Vestry approved moving forward on 1) The Paint-
ing of the Church ceiling; 2) The painting of the kitchen; 3) The replacement of the Parish Hall door; and 4) The 
repair of the Parish Hall Stucco! These projects are super exciting! More to come as they come to fruition! 

Funds FreedðTom Herget, Treasurer 

At its last two meetings, the Vestry voted to repair and improve several struc-
tural items: 

The church ceiling ï it will be spackled, primed and painted.  Prepare to get 
comfortable with scaffolding 

The ramp door ï we will install a lift as well as remove the step inside the 
church near it.  We will replace it with a ramp 
The parking lot door ï look for a solid, new portal 

The kitchen ceiling ï it too will be scraped, primed and painted.  No more 
chips in your donuts. 

Unstuck on stucco ï we are moving forward to get the parish hall stucco re-
placed 

These endeavors are being done through a combination of regular budget allo-
cations, fund-raising results and memorial fund transfers. 
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Ritual, Reason, and Whyé 

Just as it was most appropriate for water to be used as the symbolic element for the cleansing effect of Holy Baptism, 
and as bread with wine was most appropriate for the sacrament of Spiritual Nourishment, so it is most natural that oil 
should be the sacramental instrument of spiritual healing. Oil has a mollifying effect, especially in bodily wounds, and 
has long been used as one of the ingredients in many medicinal compounds. In our Lord's parable the Good Samaritan 
gave first-aid to the wounded traveler by pouring in wine and oil. As an outward symbol of spiritual renewal it is a fit-
ting substance for the matter of this sacramental rite, and one which was used by the Apostles under our Lord's direc-
tion when He sent them out on a missionary tour-"and they cast out many devils and anointed with oil many that were 
sick, and healed them." 

Faith and Practice 

Frank E. Wilson 

Jackson Kemper ï May 24   First Missionary Bishop in the United States, 1870  

 When the General Convention of 1835 made all the members of the 

Episcopal Church members also of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Soci-

ety, it provided at the same time for missionary bishops to serve in the wilder-

ness and in foreign countries. Jackson Kemper was the first such bishop. Alt-

hough he was assigned to Missouri and Indiana, he laid foundations also in Io-

wa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas, and made extensive mission-

ary tours in the South and Southwest. 

 Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York, on December 24, 

1789. He graduated from Columbia College in 1809, and was ordained deacon 

in 1811, and priest in 1814. He served Bishop White as Assistant at Christ 

Church, Philadelphia. At his urging, Bishop White made his first and only visita-

tion in western Pennsylvania. In 1835, Kemper was ordained bishop, and imme-

diately set out on his travels. 

 Because Episcopal clergymen, mostly from well-to-do Eastern homes, 

found it hard to adjust to the harsh life of the frontierñscorching heat, 

drenching rains, and winter blizzardsñKemper established Kemper College in 

St. Louis, Missouri, the first of many similar attempts to train clergymen, and in 

more recent times lay persons as well, for specialized tasks in the Church. The College failed in 1845 from the 

usual malady of such projects in the churchñinadequate funding. Nashotah House, in Wisconsin, which he found-

ed in 1842, with the help of James Lloyd Breck and his companions, was more successful. So was Racine College, 

founded in 1852. Both these institutions reflected Kemperõs devotion to beauty in ritual and worship. 

 Kemper pleaded for more attention to the Indians, and encouraged the translation of services into native 

languages. He described a service among Oneida Indians which was marked by òcourtesy, reverence, 

worshipñand obedience to that Great Spirit in whose hands are the issues of life.ó 

 From 1859 until his death, Kemper was diocesan Bishop of Wisconsin. He is more justly honored by his 

unofficial title, òThe Bishop of the Whole Northwest.ó  

 

Lord God, in your providence Jackson Kemper was chosen first missionary bishop in this land, and by his 

arduous labor and travel congregations were established in scattered settlements of the West: Grant that the Church may 

always be faithful to its mission, and have the vision, courage, and perseverance to make known to all people the Good 

News of Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Communications Committee Report 

 The communication committee was formed in September as a result of the goals set at the Vestry retreat  
last summer. Our current members are Fr. Luckritz, Marilou Clohessy, John Heath, Tom Herget, Chireen DeKing 
and Rob Borchert. We are always open to new members!   

 Our goal is to publicize the great things that we are doing here at Trinity. Specific projects that we are 
working on are: 

 1. Updating and streamlining our Web Pageðwww.trinityaurora.org - take a look! 

 2. Improving our outside communications. We purchased signs advertising our Easter week schedule (see 
below) Our next signage will be for Pentecost 

 3. Establish and keep current our annual events calendar. 

 4. Update our press release contact sheet. 

 5. Update and revise our brochures 

 6. Work on a variety of beautification efforts to show our best look to the community including but not 
limited to: replacing the door to the Parish Hall with an outward opening fire door with a crash bar; removing the 
limestone berms at the entrance to the parking lot; filling in some of the recurring potholes in parking lot; possibly 
posting a new banner by the entrance to the parking lot and repairing the damaged stucco on the Parish Hall. 

 7. Work on a variety of repair and beautification projects in side the Church and Parish Hall including 
painting the Church ceiling; painting the kitchen; looking for new lighting fixtures in the Parish Hall and the steps 
to the parking lot and completing the accessibility project in the Church.  

 8. Updating the Church History and establishing databases of Baptisms, Marriages, Confirmations and Fu-
nerals in order to expand our outreach capabilities. 

It is an exciting committee that is doing great things to enhance our missions. Our next meeting is scheduled for 
June 25th, 2018 at 9:00 am in the Guild Room. Join us! 

Pat Wilson writes: ñThe Mall family were faithful members of Trinity for 
many years, going back generations.   

The closets and frontal hanging closet in the sacristy were given in memory 
of their daughter, Janice, who passed away at a young age in 1975. They also 
donated a traveling communion kit. 

These are just s few of the  items the family donated that are remembered 
with plaques of commemoration 
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Sandwich Board Meeting Set for May 3rd, 2018 

           April 3, 2018 

Dear Friends, 

 We have now had a couple of very productive meetings, moving us towards the establishment of a ñDeanery 
Sandwich Boardò, based at Trinity, Aurora. With the assistance of those currently serving and perhaps other congre-
gations in the Deanery, as well as Grace, Hinsdale, the program continues to faithfully serve. It is time now to final-
ize the By-laws and governing structure for the program. Along with this core of strong support, it is imperative that 
a strategic plan be developed. 
 Be reminded that the purpose of this process is to secure the future of the Sandwich Board and to strengthen 
the program. This past two years, the updating of the kitchen has moved forward with the purchase and installation of 
new, restaurant grade, convection oven, stove, and refrigerator/freezer. A grant of $10,547 - from the Fox Valley 
Community Foundation to purchase and update the stove and install a new exhaust hood system was received. Unfor-
tunately the cost of purchasing and installing the exhaust system is much more than anticipated (close to $25,000+). 
Working with the Foundation, Rob and I have managed to get an extension of the grant. With the new SB structure in 
place and with the Boards help, it is possible that other grant funding might be possible. The current balance of the 
grant is $5454.09. Your help is critical to this happening. 
 I am scheduling a meeting on May 3rd at 2pm to finalize the Deanery SB. If possible, I strongly recommend 
that the rectors of participating churches and their representatives be present. At this time, with those present, we will 
vote to accept By-laws, including the number of representatives from each parish, and elect said board. This will 
make it possible to begin the next steps forward, as well as allow the Board to quickly move forward on other poten-
tial grant writing. 
 It remains an exciting time for the Sandwich Board. Trinity Church has planned and worked carefully to in-
cur no outstanding debt and is delighted to invite you to ñLook to the Futureò. 
 We ask that you consider this personal opportunity of truly making a significant and lasting difference in 
ministering to Godôs people. Only with your participation will that future become a reality. 

We thank you in advance. May God Bless! 

On behalf of the Sandwich Board and Vestry, Faithfully yours in Christ, 


