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develop and implement a 

process which will ulti-

mately lead to the calling of 
a priest to lead the congre-

gation into the future.  More 

about this will be an-

nounced at the Annual 

Meeting on Sunday, January 

26.   Please make every 

effort to attend.  

 Itôs a new year. 

Letôs consider things inward 

and outward that will  make 

Trinity Church thrive and 

grow. We are already 

blessed in so many ways, 

letôs share the good news. 

Thomas+, your priest 

Inward and Outward -Thomas Rosa 

We all remember the cate-

chism definition of a sacra-

ment as an outward sign of 

an inward Grace.  Grace is 
what we desire when re-

ceive a sacrament.  It is 

Godôs power and presence 

made available to us.  It 

means that whenever we 

want God with us, the sacra-

ments will unite us to 

God.   God with us makes 

all things possible according 

to Godôs will. 

 It is my hope that 
this year all of us at Trinity 

Church will focus on the 

grace God gives us to enrich 

and enliven the things we do 

in church (inward) and the 

community (outward).  If 

you believe that Trinity 

Church has a future, you 

know that we must activate 

and increase our member-

ship.  This is no easy task.  I 
believe that Trinity has the 

potential to grow.   But we 

need to offer more ways for 

people come to know us and 

what we believe, say and 

do.   

 We can begin by 

doing what we already do 

better, obviously.   But to 

get what you never had, you 

must do what you have 
never done.   In the coming 

weeks Deacon John and I 

will become more involved 

in the program and projects 

of the parish beyond Sunday 

worship.   It is our plan with 

the support of the vestry, to 

Special points of inter-

est:! 

¶ Trinityõs Annual Meeting 
is Sunday, January 26th, 

2014 after the service. 
Lots of exciting things 
planned for 2014! Share 

in the excitement! 

¶ Pray for Michael Walker 
who is looking toward 

surgery for lung cancer 

¶ There is a healing service 

on the third Sunday of 

every month. 

¶ Join us for Morning 

Prayer every Wednesday 

morning at 8:00 am 
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  From the Senior Warden  

I am so excited! 

Last night your Vestry 
looked closely at three 
prongs of a new plan to 

prepare Trinity for a new 
beginning for the Church.  

First our very 

active Transition Commit-
tee has been doing their 
homework and made a 

recommendation that we 
set aside money from the 
Bogvilo Estate to allow us 
to pay for a half time Priest 

for three years. The Vestry 
approved this expenditure. 
  Also presented 

was a proposal from Fa-
ther Rosa and Deacon 
Dolan to expand their du-

ties and the amount of 
time they dedicate to Trin-
ity as we prepare to call 

the new priest. Fatherõs role 

will become that of a Tran-
sition Priest. He has per-
formed these duties at least 

5 times before and knows 
what needs to be done to 
eliminate any existing barri-

ers to the success of the 
new Priest. They will work 
closely with the Transition 

Committee, the Vestry and 
the Congregation as we 
determine what we are 
looking for and what we are 

able to get.  
Dick Blogg de-

scribed a meeting he and I 

had with Neal Vogel of Re-
storic, LLC, a company that 
specializes in the restora-

tion of classic Churches. 
We worked with Neal in 
the past when he per-

formed an energy audit on 

the Church which led to 
drastic improvements in 
our energy efficiency. Neal 

also teaches courses at the 
University of Chicago on 
church restoration. We 

are awaiting his proposal. 
Finally, the begin-

ning of a comprehensive 
plan for moving Trinity 
forward, steeped in tradi-
tion but prepared for the 
future. I hope you share 
my excitement. Join us for 
our annual meeting on 
January 26th, 2014 after 
Church and hear further 
details about this and 
other wondrous happen-
ings here at Trinity! 



and please continue the 

prayers.  Brian has a long 

road ahead.  He is currently 

attending Marionjoy three 
times a week and is pro-

gressing.  Our lives have 

changed dramatically and I 

have questioned many 

things including my faith 

and the reason this hap-

pened to us, but like the 

sermon says "Why not 

me"?   I know I have gained 

strength and a clearer pic-

ture of what is important in 
life.  Thanks again to all, 

Love Chireen and Brian   

Since September 27th I 

think I have felt every emo-

tion known to mankind.  I 

keep remembering a sermon 
Father Michael Long deliv-

ered where a person was 

asking "Why Me? and the 

reponse was "Why not 

you"?   My husband was 

rushed to emergency room 

on Sept 27th followed by an 

emergency surgery the fol-

lowing morning.  A blood 

clot had formed in the lower 

part of his stomach and had 
stopped the blood flow to 

his legs.  54 days later he 

was released after ICU, 

ACU and acute re-

hab.  Many angels from 

church came to me during 

those days, some relayed 

information, some brought 

soup, some showed up and 

spent time with me.  You 

know who you are and I 

thank you.   My neighbor 

showed up almost every day 

to feed my father lunch.  My 

son and grandson were on 

call for lifting and moving 
heavy items due to my ocd 

personality and deciding I 

had to pull up carpet and re-

paint two rooms and re-

organize rooms due to a 

wheelchair being part of the 

equation in our new 

life.  An angel also built us 

a ramp and laid a beautiful 

new floor.  My brother who 

lives with us was a God-
send and I really don't know 

what I would have done 

without him.   In addition I 

know many of you were 

praying for Brian and I 

thank you .  My parents 

chose a wonderful God-

mother for me and she was 

also there.  I didn't have to 

look hard for angels during 

this time, they just kept 

showing up.  Thanks to all 
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January Trivia  

January comes from the 

Latin word ianua meaning 

door. It is named after the 

god of the doorway, Janus 

(Ianuarious). January is 
known as the door to the 

year and is the first month of 

the year in the Gregorian 

calendar. It is one of the 

seven months that has thirty 

one days. 

Birthstone 
The birthstone for January is 

the garnet. Most garnets are 

deep red in color. However, 

there are several varieties of 

garnets with colors ranging 
from pink, to orange, brown, 

black and even green. Gar-

nets symbolize constancy 

and fidelity. 

Flower 

The flower for the month of 

January is the carnation. It is 

one of the world's oldest cul-

tivated flowers dating back to 

ancient Greek and Roman 
times. The carnation symbol-

izes love, fascination and 

distinction. 

Historic Events 
Many major events happened 

during the first month of the 

year. Here are four historical 

events that took place in 

January.  

The Gulf War began on Janu-

ary 16, 1991.  

The first Superbowl game 
was played on January 15, 

1967. (The Green Bay Pack-

ers defeated the Kansas City 

Chiefs by a score of 35 - 10.)  

The first heart transplant was 

performed on January 24, 

1964.  

Samuel Morse first demon-

strated the telegraph on 

January 6, 1838. ("What 
God hath wrought" was the 

first formal message sent.) 

 
 

 

 

 

Chireen DeKingõs Story 

http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/21127/green_bay_packers.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/21127/green_bay_packers.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/26517/kansas_city_chiefs.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/26517/kansas_city_chiefs.html


Financial Snapshot  

Building and Grounds  

Recipe - Shrimp Creole  

¶ The new floor in the 

Parish Hall was paid 
for out of operating 
funds., thus causing the 

books to show the 
$2,053 loss for the 
year. 

¶ Started the year with 
$15,702 in the Check-
book: ended with 

$18,148 

¶ Endowment Fund is at 

$606,087 and the Me-
morial fund is at 
$390,723 on 12/31/13 

Year to Date as of 12/31/2013  

Income:  

Pledge and Plate        $60,814 

Total Income          $104,511 

Expense 

Building and Grounds $28,056 

Clergy Expense          $14,358 

Office & Admin          $  5,556   

Loan Repayment         $ 00.00  

Capital Improvement  $12,834 

Total Expense      $106,567 

Net Income          -$ 2,055 

Amount owed on our loan 

against the Endowment 

$34,320  
Notes:  

¶ In December, we re-
ceived the final dis-

bursement from the 
estate of Richard Hig-
gins in the amount of 

$5,595.35. The money 
was deposited in the 
Endowment fund per 

Richardõs request. 

long enough to heat. Serve 

piping hot over rice. 
 
Ursula R. Jones 

4 Tbsp Butter 

1 Stalk Celery (medium) 
2 Green Pepers 
1 Clove Garlic 
1 Medium Onion 

2 Tsp. Worcestershire 
Sauce 
1 No. 2 Can of Tomatoes 

1 Tsp. Salt 
Cayenne Pepper 
1 lb. Cooked Shrimp 

1/2 Cup Canned Okra 

Cut finely the celery, onion 
and peppers. Mince garlic. 
Cook the onions, garlic, 
celery and peppers in 

melted butter until slightly 
browned. Add tomatoes 
and seasoning. Cook slowly 

(covered) until dark and 
thick (2 hours or more). 
Add shrimp and okra just 

We are waiting on Olsson 
Roofing to repair the 
Church Roof. They are wait-
ing for the weather to clear 
and permission from the 
City to close part of Benton 
for the crane that they will 
need to do the work. 
Once the roof is repaired we 
are fixing the ceiling over 
the stage, the wall in the 
office and the ceiling in the 
apartment. 
We also have two trees that 
need to be taken down due 
to ash borer disease. 
Busy times, with more to 
come! 
 

Exciting times on the Build-
ing and Grounds front! 
Those of you who have had 
the opportunity to come to 
Church have seen our new 
Parish Hall floor. It brightens 
up the room and makes it 
feel so much more roomy!. 
Also slated to be delivered 
within the next month or so 
are new cushions for the 
pews in the Church! Our 
current ones have horse hair 
filler and are of indeterminate 
age!  
When we signed up the 
Fabry Organ Company, they 
did a complete inspection of 
our wonderfully restored 

organ (Thank you, Bill 
Stephens) and determined it 
was in great shape. Their 
only recommendation was 
that we replace the blower 
unit which is showing signs 
of great wear and tear over 
itõs long life. It will be re-
placed in February. 
We are also working on a 
project to make the church 
more accessible by installing 
railing to the Altar and a 
short ramp to get people 
down to the Church level. 
Thanks to John Kuney for 
his expertise in drawing up 
the plans so we can get bids 
for this project. 
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From the Parish Administrator  

From the 1549 Book of Common Prayer  

April 13:  Bishop Epting 

will be with us on Palm Sun-
day.  He has never been to 
Trinity, so we are looking 
forward to his visitation.  If 

anyone would like to be 
confirmed, received or reaf-
firmed in the Episcopal 

Church this is the perfect 
opportunity for it.  Please 
speak with Fr. Rosa or Dea-

con Dolan ASAP.  We want 
to make this a joyous and 
glorious celebration. 

year we processed about 

75+ fingerprint applications, 
helped 9 people with their 
citizenship applications,  and 
did countless other applica-

tions for various needs.  
Am still hoping  for some 
new immigration laws.  I 

wonõt hold my breath, 
though.   
Upcoming events:  

Shrove Tuesday:  March 
4 ð Should we have a pan-
cake supper?  Looking for 

someone to chair this 
event. 

 
GOD, which art author of 
peace, and lover of con-
corde, in knowledge of 
whome standeth oure 
eternall life, whose ser-
vice is perfect fredome: 
defende us, thy humble 
servautes, in al assaultes 
of our enemies, that wee 
surely trustyng in thy de-
fence, maye not feare the 
power of any adversaries: 
through the myght of 
Jesu Christ our lorde. 
Amen. 
 

The 1549 Book of Com-

mon Prayer is attributed to 

Archbishop Thomas Can-

mer,                     

 

Feedback Book Con-

tinues  

A notebook with pages 
where you can enter your 
concerns, suggestions or 

positive feedback is now on 
the lectern in the Guild 
Room. Staff will review it at 

every Staff meeting and 

come up with a plan of ac-
tion to respond to the 

items. Anyone can use it! 

Quotations  

òIn Godõs wildness lies the 
hope of the worldñthe great 
fresh unblighted, unredeemed 
wilderness. The galling har-

ness of civilization drops off, 
and wounds heal ere we are 
aware.ó 

John Muir  
 
òDonõt part with your illusions. 

When they are gone, you may 
still exist, but you have ceased 

Page 4 Volume 14 Issue 1 

O LORDE oure heavenly 
father, almightye and 
everlivyng God, whiche 
haste safelye brought us 
to the beginning of this 
day: defend us in the 
same with thy mighty 
power; and graunt that 
this daye wee fall into no 
synne, neyther runne into 
any kinde of daunger, but 
that al our doinges may 
be ordered by thy gover-
naunce, to do alwaies that 
is righteous in thy sight: 
through Jesus Christe our 
lorde. Amen.                  

Sandwich Board news:  

The Sandwich Board 
served over 7,000 lunches 
last year believe it or not, 

but, this is down about 200 
from the previous year.   
The Sandwich Board  

has received a donation 
from the CROP walk that 
was held last Septem-

ber.  We received a por-
tion of the money that was 
donated for local hunger 
agencies.  We hope that 

this year more people will 
participate in this walk.   
Amnesty Center:  last 

to live.ó 

Mark Twain  
 
òOne doesnõt discover new 

lands without consenting to 
lose sight of the shore for a 
very long time.ó 

And 
òDo long as we live among 
men. Let us cherish human-

ity.ó 
Andre Gide  



 
 

Trinity is a community that      
strives to be a thriving, vibrant,           
diverse community of hope that,              
with Godôs help, heartily wel-
comes the stranger, joyously  

worships the Lord in the  
beauty of holiness, and  
lovingly serves óthe least of  
these,ô a church that changes  
peopleôs lives for the better.ò 

218 East Benton Street 

Aurora, Il. 60505 
 

Phone: (630) 897-7283 

Fax: (630) 897-8783 
Web Site: www.trinityaurora.org  

Serving God and Godõs People 
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Trinity Episcopal Church  

From a Former  Parishioner  

    

    Trinity Vestry  

 

Senior Warden:                       
Rob Borchert   

Junior Warden:                                           
Alex Adams                

Richard Blogg                 

Marilou Clohessy                   
Chireen DeKing 

Kimberly Rubis 

Ken Palmquist                         
Linda Barber, Clerk  

 

Ex-

actly a year ago, my friend was 

diagnosed with Stage IV colon 

cancer.   I prayed for guidance 

on what to do as a Christian. 

First I got direction to take One 

Day at a Time. It isn't necessary 

to think 6 months out,  one year 

out until that time comes to be-

ing. 

  Secondly.....the most 
important mission is Be There! 

Ours is not to judge but be sup-

portive. Trust what they say they 

are going through is true. 

  Seize the Day if 

you can!   We went to the 

95th floor of the Hancock 

Building together along 
with my daughter before 

all the side effects of 

chemo changed the qual-

ity of visits we had. 

  Scripturally we 

are told to "Speak in 

psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing 

and making melody in our 

hearts to the 

Lord" (Paraphrased Ephe-

isan 5:19) Share the gos-
pel. 

 Have a place 

(besides at the feet of Je-

sus) to go to refresh 

yourself so you can be 

strong in this task.    A 

pastor, a counselor or a 

friend can lighten your 
load. 

It is a heavy 

burden but you are SO 

important at this time in 

your friend's life. Pray-

ing for them,  staying 

with them,  communicat-

ing with them. 

 It is an honor 

God bestows to us at a 

critical time in a person's 

life.    You are Jesus' 
ambassador. 

Linda Punter 


